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The article examines the problem of Muslim migration to the Kingdom of Sweden. The Muslim diaspora, and in particular
the Turkish and Arab ones, today play an important role in the social, economic and demographic spheres of the country's
life. The Muslim diaspora in Sweden began to form in the sixties of the twentieth century. After the end of World War II,
the country needed cheap labor. The first workers came from Turkey. Ten years later, they began to bring their families
and receive Swedish citizenship. In 1979, political refugees from Iran began to arrive in Sweden, who fled after the fall
of the Shah's regime and the victory of the Islamic Revolution. In the eighties, even more refugees from Iran began to arrive
in the country, fleeing the Iran-Iraq War. In the 21st century, residents of Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria arrived in the country,
who also fled from wars in their countries. Muslim migrants formed their diasporas. They are not homogeneous. The
divisions are based on religion, into Shiites and Sunnis, and on ethnicity. A parallel society has developed in Sweden.
There are difficulties in the integration of Muslim migrants. This is explained by the underdeveloped state program for
the integration of the new population, poor knowledge of the Swedish language and low level of education. Muslim
migrants live in large cities of the country in separate areas, forming their own enclaves. In such enclaves, their own
economy is developing, usually represented by small businesses, cultural customs are preserved, communication occurs
in the native languages of the migrants, Turkish, Arabic, Farsi or Urdu. The birth rate among migrants is high. Experts
fear an increase in the number of Muslims due to the natural population growth in the diaspora. Muslim youth in Sweden
feel like strangers. They become a target for the propaganda of Islamic fundamentalism, which pushes them to commit
terrorist acts, which leads to a threat to the national security of the country. Also, all of the above factors contribute to
the growth of xenophobia and Islamophobia in Swedish society, which increases the popularity of right-wing political
parties that offer quick radical solutions to the current problem. The Swedish government approaches the solution of all
of the above problems systematically, by increasing programs for the integration of migrants, offering Swedish language
courses, educational programs, solutions to the issue of employment and deradicalization among Muslims to prevent
the spread of Islamic fundamentalism.
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Y cTaTTi po3rnaaaeTbesa npobnema mirpadii mycynbman o Koponisctsa Lseduii. MycynbmaHcbka giacnopa, a 3okpema
TypeLpbka Ta apabcbka, CbOrogHi BigirpatoTb BaXMBY POSb Y CoLianbHii, EKOHOMIYHIN, gemorpadidHin cdepi XUTTs Kpa-
TH1. MycynbmaHcbka giacnopa y LLseii noyana dpopmysaTucs y Wwictaecatnx pokax XX cronitTa. [icna sakiHieHHs [pyroi
CBiTOBOI BilHK, kpaiHi Byna noTpibHa gewwesa poboya cuna. Mepuwi pobiTHMKKM npuikmxanm i3 TypevdunHn. Yepes gecatb
POKiB BOHM MoYany NpMBO3nUTK CBOI CiM'I Ta OTPMMYBAaTK LIBEACHKE rpomaasaHcTeo. 1979 poky go Lseuii ctanu npubysatu
noniTnyHi GikeHui 3 IpaHy, Ski BTeknu nicns nagiHHa pexumy Laxa ta nepemoru Icnamcbkoi pesontouii. Y BiciMaecaTux
pokax 4o KpaiHu ctanu npuibkgkaty we Ginblue 6ixkeHuiB 3 IpaHy, ski BTeknu Big, IpaHy-Ipakcbkoi BiiHK. Y XXI cToniTTi oo
KpaiHv npuixanu xuteni AdraxictaHy, Ipaky Ta Cwpii, ki Tak camo BTEKN Bif, BOIH y CBOiX KpaiHax. MycyrnbmaHun MirpaHTu
ccopmyBanu cBoi giacnopu. BoHu He ogHopigHi. Moain BindyBaeTbCa 3a peniriniHUM NPUHLMMNOM, Ha LUMITIB | CYHITIB i 3a
eTHiYHMM. Y LLBeLii cknanocsa napaneneHe cycninbcTBo. CnocTepiratoTbea Npobnemu 3 iHTerpadii MirpaHTiB MycynbmaH.
Lle nosiCHIOETbCS HE PO3BUHEHOO AEPXKaBHOK NPOrpamoto 3 iHTerpawii HOBOro HaceneHHs, cnabkuM 3HaHHAM LUBEACHKOT
MOBM Ta HN3bKMM piBHEM OCBITU. MirpaHT MyCynbMaHW XUBYTb Y BEMUKUX MiCTaxX KpalH1 B OKPeMUX panoHax, hopMyoum
BnacHi aHknasu. Y Takux aHKnaBax PO3BUBAETbCS BnacHa eKOHOMIiKa, 3a3Buyal npegcraBneHa ApibHUM nianpuemHu-
LTBOM, 36epiratoTbCst KynbTYpHi 3BMYai, CMifKyBaHHS BiAOyBaeTbCS PigHUMWU MOBaMM MIrpaHTIB, TypeLbKo, apabcbkoto,
dapci abo ypay. HapomxyBaHicTb cepeg MirpaHTiB BUcoka. Ekcneptu 605Tbes 36inbLUEHHS KiNbKOCTI MyCynbMaH 3a paxy-
HOK MPUPOAHOro 3pOCTaHHA HaceneHHs cepepq diacnopu. MycynbmaHceka monogb y LLBseuii novyBaeTbest vyxot. BoHa
CTae Uinno 4ns nponaraHgy icnamcbkoro yHaaMeHTaniamy, Skui NigLWToBXYeE X 40 3AIMCHEHHS TEPOPUCTUYHMX aKTiB,
LLLO NPM3BOAMTL OO 3arpo3un HauioHanbHoi 6e3nekn gepxaeu. Tak caMmo, BCi nepenivyeHi hakTopu CnpusitoTb 3pOCTaHHI0
KceHodobii Ta icnamodobii y LWwBeaCbKOMY CyCMiNnbCTBI, WO 36inbLUye NONyAsSPHICTL NpaBMX NONITUYHUX NAPTIN, AKi Npo-
MOHYIOTb LWBMAKI paaukanbHi pilleHHs npobnem, wo cknanucs. LBeacbkuin ypsaa nigxoauts CUCTEMATUYHO A0 BUPILLEHHS
nepeniyeHux npobnem, MeToaom 36iMbLUEHHS Nporpam 3 iHTerpadii MirpaHTiB, NPOMOHYIOYN KYPCW BUBHEHHS LUBEACHKOT
MOBW, OCBITHi Mporpamu, BUPILLEHHS MUTaHHSA NpaueBnawTyBaHHA Ta Aepaavkanisauii cepeq mMycynbMaH ans 3anobi-
raHHS NOLLUMPEHHIO ICNaMCbKOro oyH4aMeHTaniamy.

KntouoBi cnoga: LUgeuis, icnam, icnamodobis, Tepopram, mirpauis.
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Introduction. The Kingdom of Sweden faces a
national security problem caused by Islamic funda-
mentalism and terrorism. High levels of migration,
as well as high birth rates among migrants, may
lead to a demographic imbalance in the near future,
when the native population becomes smaller than the
descendants of migrants. Weak integration of Muslim
migrants creates a problem for Swedish society, cre-
ating a parallel society with its own religion, culture
and customs. Lack of access to education and work
creates poverty, which stimulates a sense of anger and
alienation, which can be used by radical Islamic orga-
nizations whose goal is to export their ideas outside
the Islamic world. Islamic extremism and terrorism
generate a sense of Islamophobia in Swedish society,
developing into aggressive behavior towards Muslim
migrants, as well as the popularity of right-wing polit-
ical parties that use a populist strategy and offer quick
solutions to the migration issue, which can threaten
democracy in Sweden and disrupt social harmony.

The article’s main goal. The study is conducted
to study the problem of Muslim migration to Sweden.
The issues of Islamic fundamentalism and terrorism,
which pose a threat to the national security of the
Kingdom of Sweden, were also studied.

Recent literature review. The problem of the
Islamic diaspora in Sweden has been researched by
scholars such as Goran Larsson, Simon Sorgenfrei,
Stefan Hedlund, Alex Gylden, Henrik Emilsson,
Erika Willander, Andie Flemstrom etc.

The main research material. Today, Sweden is
seeing an increasing role of Islam and the influence
of Muslims on the social, religious and political life
of the country. As in most countries of the European
Union, Muslims began to come to Sweden after World
War II, in the 1960s and 1970s. Between the 1960s
and 1985, the majority of Muslim migrants who came
to Sweden to work were Turks and immigrants from
the Balkan countries. These migrants came through
employment programs offered by Swiss companies
involved in heavy industry, or they looked for work
themselves. Muslims began to settle in large cities
such as Malmo, Gothenburg and Stockholm.

For the first ten years after arriving for work, the
Muslim men did not plan to stay. They wanted to earn
money for a better life at home. Many of the first
wave of migrants shared these ideas, which did not
help them integrate into Swedish society. Gradually,
the migrants' plans changed, and they began to bring
their families.

In the 1980s, Sweden experienced a large influx
of refugees from Iran. The reasons for this were the
Islamic Revolution in Iran in 1979 and the political
terror that followed, as well as the Iran-Iraq War. The
majority of migrants from Iran were political migrants
and war refugees. The majority of the Iranian dias-
pora in the 1980s was secular or even hostile to Islam.
But this trend changed towards the end of the 1990s,

when several Shia religious institutions were opened
in Stockholm. Since the beginning of the 21st century,
the Shia Islamic diaspora has been replenished with
migrants from Lebanon, Iraq and Uganda.

During the seventies and eighties, Muslim migrants
began to bring their families to Sweden. In the nine-
ties, a correlation emerged between the wars in vari-
ous Muslim regions and the migration of the popu-
lation to the country. In the first half of the nineties,
refugees from Somalia and Bosnia began to arrive
in Sweden. Thus, between 1990 and 1993, approxi-
mately 150,000 people from the former Yugoslavia
asked for asylum in Sweden. From Africa, 16,000
Somali citizens and 12,000 Ethiopians arrived in the
country. In 1999, during the Kosovo war, Kosovo
Albanians also became refugees who asked for asy-
lum in Sweden [1, ¢. 12-13].

In 2015, the migration crisis began in the coun-
tries of the European Union. Sweden was no excep-
tion in this social process. During this period, 162 877
people applied for asylum in Sweden, accounting for
12.4% of all applications submitted in the European
Union. In the first six months of 2015, an average of
4,000-5,000 asylum applications were submitted per
month. But in the autumn, this figure increased rap-
idly. In September and October, 24,000 applications
were submitted. In November, 40,000 asylum appli-
cations were submitted. The majority of refugees
were citizens of Syria and Afghanistan [2, c. 9-11].

As 0f 2025, there are approximately 800 000 Mus-
lims living in the Kingdom of Sweden. This is 8% of
the total population of Sweden, which is 10.54 mil-
lion people. With the high birth rate and migration,
the number of Muslims in the country will continue
to grow [3].

It is quite difficult to determine the demographics
of Muslims living in Sweden, and there is no clear
data. It is believed that among all the countries of
Western Europe, the Kingdom of Sweden has the
greatest diversity of Muslims. The main part is from
countries such as Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Somalia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Albania. Also,
among the Muslims of Sweden there are immigrants
from the former Muslim republics of the USSR, as
well as Kurds from the Kurdish regions of Turkey,
Iraq and Iran. All of them differ greatly in cultural
customs, ethnicity, political views, social class, level
of education, etc.

Muslims in Sweden should be divided into sepa-
rate groups. The first group is ethnic Turks who speak
Turkish, profess Sunni Islam and have formed a sepa-
rate diaspora. The second group is people from Arab
countries such as Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Tunisia, Alge-
ria, Morocco, and the Palestinians. They are united
by the Arabic language and Sunni Islam. We will also
separately highlight the group of Shiite Muslims from
Syria and Lebanon. Next come migrants from Iran
who profess Shiism. Next comes a group of Muslims

50



PerionansHi crynuii, 2025

from the Balkan countries such as Albania, Kosovo,
Bosnia and Herzegovina. People from the African
continent are represented by such groups as Somalis,
Eritrea, Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria, Liberia, Senegal,
Sudan. There is also a group of people from Pakistan
and Afghanistan [4, ¢. 11-15].

It would be wrong to think that all Muslims in
Sweden form an Islamic diaspora. All these groups
are divided, atomized and separate groups. It would
be more correct to unite them into a Turkish group,
Iranian, Arab, etc. Their unification is primarily influ-
enced by their country of origin and language. Sec-
ondly, they can be divided by religion, that is, which
mosque, Sunni or Shiite, they will go to pray in.
Thus, we can observe the Turkish diaspora. People
from Turkey who speak Turkish and attend a Sunni
Mosque. And the Iranian diaspora, speaking Farsi and
attending a Shiite Mosque. These two groups may
not be interconnected. That is, there is a pyramidal
system of division by country, ethnic group, language
and direction of Islam.

The majority of Muslims in Sweden live in large
cities, such as Stockholm, Malmd, Uppsala, Vasteras.
An analysis of the religious situation in the Kingdom
of Sweden, prepared by the "Swedish Agency for Sup-
port of Religious Communities" reported that there
are several hundred Islamic religious institutions in
the country, including mosques and Islamic religious,
cultural and community centers [5, c. 22].

The Swedish news portal Samnytt notes that
in 25 years in Sweden, the number of mosques has
increased by 4200%. Today there are approximately
300. Many Islamic religious institutions are not offi-
cially registered, which creates a problem with count-
ing their number. Attempts to accurately count the
number of mosques in the country are often perceived
as manifestations of Islamophobia.

Also, there is active construction of new mosques
all over the country. Despite the fact that they are built
on donations with active advertising on social net-
works, they quickly receive the necessary amount due
to the transfer of large sums of money from Muslim
countries such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, Qatar, Turkey.
Billions of dollars are allocated from these countries
for the development of Islamic infrastructure in Swe-
den.

In the former industrial areas of the Schwyz cities,
abandoned Christian churches are being rebuilt into
mosques. A prayer room is being set up in the main
hall and a minaret is being added to the main building.
Also, in recent years, many Islamic public organiza-
tions have appeared in Sweden, such as the Islamic
Cooperation Council, the United Islamic Associations
of Sweden, and the Swedish Muslim Association [6].

Separately, it is worth mentioning the Shiite reli-
gious centers. These include the Imam Ali Islamic
Center in Stockholm, the Nur Al-Huda Islamic Com-
munity in Trollhéttan, Husseinia Al Hauraa Zainab in
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Visteras, the Shiite Society in Malmd, the Al-Hussein
Cultural Society, the Al-Hadi Islamic Cultural Asso-
ciation in Kristianstad, the Al-Montazar Associa-
tion, the Association of Islamic Unity, the Zainabiya
Islamic Center, and the Islamic Cultural School.
These public and religious organizations offer Arabic,
Swedish, and English language courses, religious cer-
emonies, daily prayers, religious lectures, weddings,
sports and literature clubs, travel, Islamic holidays,
Koranic studies, publishing of Islamic literature, and
religious and Arabic language textbooks [7].

The social and everyday life of Muslim migrants
is complicated. The majority of Muslims live in dis-
advantaged areas of large cities in Sweden. Several
factors contribute to this. The first is the high level of
unemployment and poverty, which forces these peo-
ple to settle in areas where rent is not very high. The
second factor is the low integration of migrants into
Swedish society. Migrants live in their own ethnic and
religious communities, where they feel more comfort-
able. The majority of migrants live in houses built
under a program called the "Million Program" in the
three largest cities of the country: Stockholm, Gothen-
burg and Malmo. The Million Program is a Swedish
state program for the construction of affordable hous-
ing that was in effect between 1965 and 1974. Such
housing is panel apartment buildings [8, c. 63—65].

Many migrants live in poverty and are unem-
ployed. They are often discriminated against in the
labor market because of their religion, ethnicity,
and low level of education. Unemployment among
Muslims in Sweden is 10 times higher than among
the native population. Those migrants who have jobs
are engaged in low-skilled, low-paid work. Mus-
lim migrants are also discriminated against for their
beards, national clothing, and the hijab for women,
which covers their faces [9].

The situation is also complicated in the education
issue. There is no clear information on the level of
education of Muslim migrants in Sweden, as such
studies have hardly been conducted. There are inde-
pendent Islamic schools in Sweden. General informa-
tion about the education system among Muslims is
very limited [10, c. 19-23].

Due to the ever-increasing number of Muslims,
political parties and public organizations represent-
ing their interests have emerged in Sweden. Although
Muslim political activity is only just developing in
Sweden, Muslims are already making demands in
various areas of public life. The most well-known
political party representing the interests of Muslims
in Sweden is the Nyans Party. The party was founded
in 2019 by Mikael Yuksel, a former member of a cen-
trist party that was closely associated with the radical
Turkish Islamic organization Grey Wolves.

The party positions itself as an organization
that defends the rights of all migrants and ethnic
minorities, but a more detailed analysis showed that
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the emphasis is on protecting the rights of Mus-
lim migrants. The party advocates the fight against
xenophobia, Islamophobia, solving the problem of
housing shortage, developing programs for the inte-
gration of migrants into Swedish society, building a
multicultural society, criminalizing the denial of the
Bosnian genocide, criminalizing the desecration of
the Koran, legalizing the wearing of the hijab and
all Muslim clothing in public places, encouraging
the employment of migrants in the Swiss economy,
breaking off relations between Sweden and Israel,
imposing sanctions on EU countries that refuse to
accept migrants, removing Hamas from the EU's list
of terrorist organizations, helping Bosnia and Turkey
join the EU [11].

There are also various public organizations in
Sweden whose purpose is to represent and protect
the interests of Muslim migrants. These organizations
include the Muslim Council of Sweden, the Islamic
Association in Sweden, and other smaller associa-
tions [12, 13].

In the second decade of the 21st century, Sweden
has faced social manifestations such as Islamic fun-
damentalism and terrorism. The two main Islamic
extremist organizations that pose a threat to the coun-
try are the Muslim Brotherhood and the Islamic State.
The Muslim Brotherhood emerged in Sweden in the
1970s after the repression of this Islamic political orga-
nization in Egypt. In a short period of time, the Mus-
lim Brotherhood has become the dominant organiza-
tion representing the interests of the Muslim minority
in Sweden. The dominant position of the organization
allows them to receive financial assistance from the
Swedish government and to be a member of the Fed-
eration of Islamic Organizations in Europe.

During its existence in Sweden, the Muslim
Brotherhood has created affiliated Islamic
organizations such as the Islamic Association in
Sweden, the Swedish Muslim Council, Islamic Relief
in Sweden, the Association for the Study of Ibn
Rushd, Young Swedish Muslims, the United Islamic
Communities of Sweden, and the Islamic Schools of
Sweden.

The threat posed by the Muslim Brotherhood is the
propaganda of Islamic fundamentalism, and an attempt
to monopolize information about Islam in their hands.
Members of the Islamic organization try to infiltrate
political parties in Sweden and educational institutions
to spread propaganda of Islamic fundamentalism. To
some extent, the Muslim Brotherhood is considered
a more dangerous organization than Al-Qaeda or the
Islamic State, since they focus their efforts on soft
power, without resorting to open violence [14].

The second Islamic extremist organization
operating in Sweden is the Islamic State. The country
has not been as heavily targeted by Islamic terrorists
as Western European countries, but has been used
more as a base for Islamic fundamentalists.

Sweden has been the target of several terrorist
attacks. In 2010, on September 11, two bombs
exploded in Stockholm, killing one person and
injuring two. The terrorist was an Iraqi who had
moved to Sweden in 1992. The motives were jihad,
the Swedish military presence in Afghanistan, and a
reaction to Swedish artist Lars Vilks' depiction of the
Prophet Muhammad as a dog [15].

On September 11, 2011, in the Swedish city
of Gothenburg, the Islamic terrorist organization
Al-Qaeda intended to blow up an exhibition center
where an exhibition of works by the artist Lars Vilks
was taking place. Four people were arrested by
Swedish police [16].

In 2016, police in Sweden foiled a terrorist attack
planned by a member of the Islamic State. The suspect
was sentenced to five years [17].

On April 7,2017, an Islamic State terrorist hijacked
a truck and ran over 5 people, injuring 15 others.
The motive was Islamic terrorism, jihad and protest
against the Swedish presence in Iraq [18].

Sweden took part in the fight against terrorism
together with the countries of the Western coalition.

Between 2001 and 2021, Sweden participated
in military and civilian operations in Afghanistan.
Sweden provided humanitarian aid and developed
civil society. Swedish armed forces participated in
combat operations. The task of the Swedish military
was to maintain security in the regions of Afghanistan.
During the twenty years of presence in Afghanistan,
9,500 Swedish soldiers served in the country. Six
Swedish citizens died during this time [19].

Since 2015, the Swedish Armed Forces have
participated in the military training of military units
in Iraq. Sweden also participated as part of the joint
coalition in Operation Inherent Resolve to counter the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. Since 2016, Sweden
has provided $320 million to support regional security
in Syria. Sweden's main strategy is to combat Islamic
terrorism in various countries in order to prevent it
from penetrating into Europe [20].

Sweden is faced with the problem of its citizens
participating in the fighting in Syria and Iraq on the
side of terrorist organizations. This already poses a
threat to the country's national security. According
to estimates by the Swedish Security Service,
approximately 300 Swedish citizens have joined
Islamic groups such as the Islamic State, Al-Qaeda
and Jabhat al-Nusra since 2012 [21, c. 13-14].

Faced with the migrant crisis and Islamic
fundamentalism, Sweden has adopted various
strategies to counteract the social challenge. Former
Gothenburg mayor and member of the Social
Democratic Party, Anna-Sofie Hermansson, admitted
that as early as 2009, police and journalists in major
Swedish cities warned that migrants and Islamic
fundamentalism were becoming a major problem for
municipal security and could soon become a national
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problem. At that time, the Swedish authorities did
not realize the depth of the problem and ignored it
when it could have been prevented. The problem
became visible by 2014, when some Swedish citizens
began regularly traveling to Iraq and Syria to fight
on the side of Islamic fundamentalists. Now there
are a significant number of supporters of Islamic
fundamentalism in Sweden who are trying to infiltrate
educational institutions to spread their ideas among
children and students [22].

Sweden has developed a strategy to counter
Islamic fundamentalism, extremism, terrorism, their
propaganda and the integration of Muslim migrants
into Swedish society. The strategy includes such
measures as prevention and early warning, the fight
against terrorism, the promotion of social cohesion,
tolerance and foreign religion and culture and
inclusiveness, the integration of parallel society into
Swedish society, cooperation with other European
countries in solving these problems [23, ¢c. 4—14].

Conclusion. As the study showed, the problem
of Islamic fundamentalism poses a high threat to the
national security of the Kingdom of Sweden. This

problem has several sides, which must be addressed
by using different social strategies. The first part of
Muslim migrants could not integrate into Swedish
society for several reasons. The Swedish authorities
did not show due activity in integrating Muslim
migrants, not promoting mass study of the Swedish
language, opening courses where one can study
the language, increasing educational programs,
especially paying attention to school and university
education and creating jobs for Muslim migrants. It
is also necessary to combat Islamophobia at the state
level. Islamophobia is a big problem and an obstacle
to the integration of Muslim migrants. A parallel
society has emerged in Sweden, which continues to
live based on its old cultural principles and lives in
separate areas of large cities in Sweden. These people
live in separate areas and are in their own information
space. Various Islamic fundamentalist organizations,
especially Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State, recruit
Muslim migrants to carry out terrorist attacks, thereby
threatening the national security of the country. Taking
timely measures to integrate migrants can prevent
future problems for Sweden.
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