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U.S. policy in the Middle East has always been one of the important elements in the flow of political affairs and social
changes occurring in the Arab world. Through diplomatic efforts, military activities, strategic alliances and economic
cooperation, the United States has been an important influence in the political structuring of the region as well as influencing
the socio-political processes within the region. These policies have had an impact on the governance models, participation
of the people in politics, reform movements and the stability of many Arab states in general. The impact of US engagement
can be seen in some of the developments in the region such as debates on democratization, changes to security strategies
and the slow development of political institutions. At the same time, the American policies have produced varying responses
from the different Arab societies that range from cooperation with political elites to criticism and resistance by a range
of social and political groups. These interactions have been part of the creation of new political discourses, the change
in public opinion and the shifting of balance of power in a number of states. In many cases external actors have been on
ground where they have crossed with the domestic political agendas, creating complicated patterns of interaction among
international strategies and internal governance structures. Understanding the impact of US Middle East policy is thus key to
understanding contemporary socio-political developments within the Arab world. By examining these dynamic it is possible
to understand how extra-regional, geopolitical interests interact with the evolving, domestic political affairs of a country.
The interplay between international policy efforts and internal political conditions has implications not only for the stability
of individual states but also for that of the political environment in a whole region. In addition, the role of external actors often
has influences in the processes of institutional reforms, economic policies and the development of political participation within
societies. Consequently, a broad understanding of the U.S. policy in the Middle East elucidates the process of interaction
between global political strategies and local systems of governance and social transformations. Such an approach provides
room for a superior understanding of the shifting political landscape of the Arab world and the factors that continue to
influence its future trajectories of governance, stability and institutional evolution.
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Monitvka CLUA Ha Bninsbkomy Cxopi 3aBxamn Oyna ogHUM i3 BaXKNUBKX €NIEMEHTIB y nepebiry nonityHmMx cnpae Ta
couianbHUX 3MiH, Lo BigbyBaloTbCcs B apabCbKoMy CBITi. 3aBAsKM OUNNIOMATUYHUM 3YCUMNSAM, BINCbKOBIN AisNIbHOCTI,
CTpaTeriyHMM anbsHcam Ta eKOHOMIYHIN cniBnpaui CnonydeHi LUTatn manu BaXnMBWIA BNNMB Ha NONITUYHE CTPYKTYPY-
BaHHS PEriOHY, @ TaKoX BNAMBANM Ha couianbHO-MOMITUYHI Npouecy B HboMy. Lia noniTvka BnnuHyna Ha mogeni ynpas-
MiHHA, y4acTb Hapoay B noniTvui, pedopmaTopchki pyxu Ta cTabinbHicTb 6aratbox apabcbkux Aepxas 3aranom. Bnnue
yyacti CLLUA moxHa nobaunTy B AeskMx Nogisix y perioHi, Takux sk gebatn wono aemokpatnaalii, 3MiHU B cTpaTerisx
6e3nekn Ta NOBIMbHWUIA PO3BMTOK MOMNITUYHMX IHCTUTYLiA. BogHoyac, amepukaHcbka MomiTuka BUKIMKana pisHi peakuii
3 6OKy pi3HMX apabCbKMX CycninbCTB, NOYMHAKOYY Bif criBnpaLli 3 NONITUYHUMUK eniTaMu i 3aKiH4YHUM KPUTUKOKO Ta ONOPOM
3 BOKY HU3KM couianbHUX i noMiTUYHMX rpyn. Lis B3aemogist 6yna 4acT1HOK CTBOPEHHS HOBUX MOMITUYHUX AUCKYPCIB, 3MiHN
rPOMaAChbKOI AYMKM Ta 3MileHHs1 6anaHcy cun y Hu3Li aepxaB. Y 6araTbox Bunagkax 30BHILLHI aKTOpY Gisnn Ha Micusx,
[e BOHW NepeTUHanucs 3 BHYTPILLHbOMOMITUYHUMI NOopsaKamMmn JEHHUMK, CTBOPIOKOYN CKNagHi Moaeni B3aemogil MixX Mixk-
HapOoOHWUMW CTpaTeriaMy Ta BHYTPILLHIMKU CTPYKTypamu ynpaeniHHs. Po3yMiHHs Brnnuey nonitukm CLUA Ha Brnmabkomy
Cxopj € Kno4oBUM ANt PO3YMiHHSA Cy4acCHMX COLianbHO-MOMITUYHUX MOAIN B apabcbkoMy CBITi. [JochimKyoun Lo auHa-
MiKy, MOXHa 3pO3yMiTW, SIK no3aperioHanbHi reononiTUYHiI iHTepecn B3aEMOLAiI0Tb 3 BHYTPILLHBOMNOMITUYHUMI CripaBaMm
KpaiHu, Lo po3BrBatoTbes. Baaemogis Mixk 3ycunnsmm mikHapogHOi MOMITUKM Ta BHYTPILUHIMW NONITUYHUMK YMOBaMy Mae
Hacnigkv He nuwe Ans cTabinbHOCTI OKpeMux Aepxas, ane 1 Ans noniTMYHOro cepefoBuLLa B LiNMOMy perioHi. Kpim Toro,
POsb 30BHILLHIX aKTOPIB YaCcTO BMNMBAE Ha NPoLEcH IHCTUTYLINHUX pedopM, EKOHOMIYHOT NOMITUKMA Ta PO3BUTKY MOMITUY-
HOI yyacTi B cycninbctBax. OTxe, wupoke podymiHHa nonitukn CLUA Ha Bnnsbkomy Cxofi nposicHioe npolec B3aemogii
M rnobanbHUMK MOMITUYHUMKM CTPATETiSIMU Ta NOKaNIbHUMK CUCTEMaMK YMNpaBMiHHSA Ta couianibHUX TpaHcdopMaLin.
Takvn nigxig 3abesnedye rmubLle po3yMiHHS 3MiH Y NONITUYHOMY naHAwadTi apabebkoro CBiTY Ta (hakTopiB, siki NPoao-
BXYIOTb BNMBATK Ha Oro ManbyTHi TpaekTopii ynpasniHHA, CTabinbHOCTI Ta iIHCTUTYLIMHOT eBONtOLiI.

KniouoBi cnoBa: 3oBHiWwHsA nonituka CLUA, Brnvsbkuii Cxia, apabebkuii CBIT, coLianbHO-MONITUYHI NpoLecu, perio-
HanbHa noniTuka, reononituka.
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Introduction. The Middle East is an important
part of international relations because of its
geopolitical importance, large energy reserves, and
historical role in the world's political affairs. As one
of the most significant strategic regions in the world,
it has always been a subject of interest by the main
world powers. Among these actors, the United States
has played an influential role in shaping the political,
security and economic dynamics of the region. Over
the past several decades, U.S. foreign policy towards
the Middle East has undergone changes that were
interrelated with changes in the international situation,
the conflicts in the region, and the changing American
strategic interests [1].

The Arab world, which includes a huge part of
the Middle East as well as North Africa, is a diverse
political and social environment. Arab states are
quite different politically, economically and in their
level of institutional development. Despite these
differences the region has faced similar geopolitical
pressures and outside influences. In this context, the
U.S. engagement has become an important factor in
understanding the development of political processes
and state institutions and social movements across
many Arab societies.

Since the end of the Second World War, the
United States has slowly increased its presence in
the Middle East since the formation of diplomatic
initiatives, security partnerships and economic
cooperation programs. Strategic alliances with a
number of Arab governments, the setting up of
military bases and participation in regional security
arrangements have enhanced Washington's position
in the region. These forms of engagement have
resulted in longstanding political relationships,
which still have implications on decision-making
processes within the region.

Another key part of U.S. policy has been the
country's role in regional conflicts and crisis
management. American diplomatic and military
activities have frequently been linked to attempts to
ensure regional stability, and provide for international
economic interests, especially those linked to global
energy security. Within this framework, the policies
of the U.S. have influenced the political environment
in which the Arab governments are operating, shaping
the domestic political agendas, as well as the regional
diplomatic relations.

Degree of Research on the Problem. The effects
of foreign powers in political processes of the Middle
East have been extensively studied in the scholarly
literature. Scholars have examined different facets
of U.S. involvement in the region, which involves
security cooperation, political reform efforts and
economic interaction. Researchers emphasize that
external actors play an important role in shaping
the structure of governance and the development of
institutions in the Arab states.

For example, studies by Marc Lynch point to the
political transformations and uprisings in the region
that have caused changes in the political landscape of
the Arab world and have impacted on the interaction
of domestic political actors with international
powers. [2]. Other scholars stress the importance of
international alliances and geopolitical strategies in
the development of the political order of the Middle
East and governing systems throughout the region.

Existing research focuses as well on the role of
external pressure and international cooperation in
pushing the political process towards modernization
and institutional reform. Economic assistance
programs, diplomatic initiatives and accession to
collaboration with international organizations are
in many way associated with the discussions on
governance reform and political transformation in
Arab societies. These researches show that inter-play
between domestic political activities and external
geopolitical strategies have complex consequences
which are different in various countries and political
settings [3]

At the same time there are growing academic
discussions of the role of public opinion and political
discourse in developing perceptions of international
involvement. Media narratives, intellectual debates
and political activism often focus on the impact
of global powers in regional developments. Such
discussions help shape the attitude of various social
groups towards political institutions, foreign policy
orientations and forms of regional cooperation.

Purpose and Objectives of the Study. The
general aim of the present study is to analyse the
influence of the U.S. Middle East policy on socio-
political processes in the Arab world. The research
aims to explore the role of diplomatic initiatives,
security cooperation and military involvement as well
as economic engagement on political institutions,
governance practices and the social dynamics of Arab
societies. In order to attain this goal, a number of
precise objectives are established:

1) to clean up the principal directions and
instruments of the policy of the USA in the Middle
East;

2) to explore the interaction of the impact of
external geopolitical strategies with domestic political
developments in Arab states;

3) to assess what impact the U.S. engagement has
had on governance structures, political stability and
institutional reform;

4) to examine the importance of public perceptions
and political discourse for responses to international
involvement in the region,

Through dealing with these goals, the research
is expected to add to the better understanding of the
complex relationship between external geopolitical
strategies and internal political transformation in the
Arab world.
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Methods. The research is based on methods of
qualitative analysis which enables to research proces-
ses of complex socio-political nature within the con-
text of international relations. The study is based on
the analysis of academic literature, policy reports and
scholarly works pertaining to the U.S. foreign policy,
Middle Eastern geopolitics and political transforma-
tion in arabe countries. A qualitative method of con-
tent analysis is used to explore the predominant mec-
hanisms through which and by which U.S. policies
affect regional political developments. Comparative
analysis is also used in order to assess differences in
political response between different Arab countries in
light of variations of political systems, institutional
structures and socio-economic conditions. In addi-
tion, the broader geopolitical environment in which
these processes take place is understood by means of
a contextual analysis. This method enables the study
to address the regional conflicts as well as global
power role competition and economic changes that
determine the interaction of the international policy
strategies and domestic political developments. The
application of these methodological approaches offers
an extensive scheme for the analysis of the multiface-
ted relation between the US Middle East policy and
socio-political processes in the Arab world.

Materials and Methods. This investigation is real-
ized with a qualitative analytical approach seeking to
find out the effect of United States Middle East policy
on socio-political process in the Arab world. [18] The
research is based on the systematic analysis of aca-
demic literature, policy reports and scholarly works
addressing the issues of foreign policy strategies of
the USA, regional geopolitical developments and
political transformations in the Arab states. By con-
centrating on theoretical interpretations and empirical
observations presented in the existing research, the
study aims to identify the major mechanisms of resort
of external political strategies interacting with domes-
tic political dynamics. The methodological frame-
work combines elements of the comparative political
analysis and geopolitical evaluation in order to bet-
ter understand the relationship between the interna-
tional policy initiatives and the internal socio-political
developments in the region.

The main materials employed in the research are
the modern academic publications and international
relations studies/analytical works developed by the
scholars specialized in the Middle East politics and
the foreign policy of the globe. [5] These sources yield
precious information on the development of both sin-
gle and multilateral (two, three, or many years) pro-
grams of diplomatic engagement and security coop-
eration and economic initiatives of the US, and how
these influenced political institutions within Arab
societies. Particular attention is given to studies that
address the topics of governance reforms, regional
security structures and the role of external actors in

shaping political decision-making processes. The use
of a range of scholarly sources enables the research to
take into account different perspectives and interpre-
tations, thereby adding to the overall number of parts
in the research effort. well

The research method is primarily the qualitative
content analysis method. Through the in-depth analy-
sis of relevant academic texts and policy analyses the
study identifies the key instruments in U.S. policy in
the Middle East, including strategic alliances, military
and security cooperation with the region, diplomatic
initiatives, as well as economic assistance programs.
Each of these dimensions of policies is discussed in
light of its possible contours in relation to political
institutions and state governance, as well as social
dynamics in the Arab countries. By assessing the
workings of these policy tools in particular politi-
cal settings, the research aims to identify patterns of
influence and common features in the dynamic of
interaction between the external policy strategies and
domestic political systems.

Along with content analysis, the research takes a
comparative approach, i.e., it examines different cases
in the Arab world. Since Arab states vary greatly in
their political systems, institutional capabilities and
historic experiences, comparative analysis helps to
better understand how the same external policy initia-
tives may have different impacts in different environ-
ments. This method is helpful in identifying the simi-
larities and variations in the effects of US engagement
across the region. Through such comparisons, the
research shows how the domestic political condition,
the governance structure and socio-economic condi-
tions affect how the external policies are interpreted
and implemented.

Another significant methodological aspect of the
study is an analysis of the context. This approach
allows to consider the general historical and geopo-
litical framework in which socio-political processes
in the area of the Arab world develop. [17] Factors
such as regional conflicts, movements for political
reform, economic transitions, international power
competition are considered in order to explain politi-
cal developments at a deeper level. By locating US
policy procedures in these wider regional forces the
research is in a position to consider not merely direct
political effects but in addition indirect effects such
as public discourse, institutional change and politi-
cal stability. Overall, the methodological framework
selected makes it possible to conduct a fully inte-
grated assessment of the complex nature of the rela-
tionship between the U.S. Middle East policy and the
socio-political developments in the Arab world. The
use of qualitative content analysis, comparative politi-
cal assessment, and contextual interpretation enables
the study to analyze the topic from various points of
analysis. This integrated approach is useful in expos-
ing interaction between external geopolitical strate-
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gies and domestic political structures and social con-
ditions to contribute for a better understanding of the
changing political structure of the Arab region.

The table summarises the main mechanisms by
which the U.S. policy in the Middle East influences
socio-political processes in the Arab world. [16]
Each dimension presented in the table is a form and
standing for a specific channel of interaction between
external geopolitical strategies on the inside of the real
and societal background (political structures, social
dynamics and interactions on operative mechanisms
in Arab states). By considering these dimensions, it is
possible to understand better how international policy
initiatives affect patterns of governance, political
stability and discourse across the region.

One of the most important mechanisms displayed
in the table is the role in strategic alliances between
the United States and some Arab governments. Such
long-term partnerships for diplomatic and security
reasons are almost always predicated by co-existing
strategic interests, such as regional stability,
energy security and mutual defense cooperations.
Through bilateral agreements, military cooperation,
and political dialogue the United States has close
relations with key countries in the region. Such
alliances tend to reinforce the existing political
institutions and to give backing to the political
elites, and this may create continuity of political
leadership. At the same time, these partnerships
might lead to effects on domestic political priorities,
as governments often decide to tie some policy

decisions to larger strategic partnerships in an effort
to preserve international support.

Another critical element is security and
counterterrorism co-operation. U.S. policy in the
Middle East focuses strongly on fighting terrorism
as well as bolstering regional security frameworks.
Through such mechanisms as military assistance,
intelligence co-operation, training schemes, and joint
security operations, the United States plays a role
in the development and modernisation of national
security institutions in a number of Arab countries.
This type of cooperation tends to make governments
focus on domestic political stability and counter-
terrorism approaches as a key element of their internal
political agendas. As such, national security issues are
key components of governance and policy making in
many states across the region [6, p. 145 — 162].

The military presence of the United States
and its involvement in regional conflicts are also
an influential factor in delivering the political
development in the Middle East. U.S. Military bases,
security missions and being part of international
coalitions have played a role in the transformation
of the regional power relations. These actions often
create political debates in Arab societies about issues
such as national sovereignty as well as issues about
foreign intervention and issues related to security
structures in the Middle East. Often political elites,
opposition movements and civil society actors will
represent these developments in distinct ways and
this may affect domestic political discursive and

Table 1

Key Dimensions of the Impact of U.S. Middle East Policy
on Socio-Political Processes in the Arab World

Dimension of U.S. Policy Policy Instruments

Socio-Political
Consequences

Influence on Political
Systems in the Arab World

Diplomatic relations,
defense agreements, security
partnerships

Strategic Alliances

Support for allied
governments and
reinforcement of existing
political leadership

Political stability in allied
states but also debates about
external influence

Military aid, joint
operations, intelligence
cooperation

Security and
Counterterrorism Policy

Increased focus on
internal stability and
counterterrorism strategies

Strengthening of security
institutions and expansion of
state security structures

Military bases, regional
operations, coalition
campaigns

Military Presence and
Interventions

Alteration of regional power
balances and influence on
domestic political agendas

Political polarization,
debates on sovereignty, and
regional tensions

Development assistance,
trade partnerships,
investment programs

Economic Engagement

Support for institutional
reforms and economic
modernization initiatives

Potential economic growth,
institutional development,
and social change

Negotiation processes,
mediation in regional
conflicts, international
agreements

Diplomatic Mediation and
Peace Initiatives

Influence on regional
diplomatic alignments and
interstate relations

Formation of new political
alliances and regional
cooperation frameworks

Cultural exchange programs,
educational initiatives,
international communication

Public Diplomacy and
Political Narratives

Shaping perceptions of
international actors among
political elites and societies

Diverse public attitudes
toward globalization, foreign
policy, and political reform

Source: Ten Years After the Arab Spring
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frame public attitudes with respect to international
involvement in regional affairs.

In addition to security issues concerning,
economic engagement is another major channel of
influence. The United States has been a supporter
of a variety of economic cooperation initiatives that
have sought to foster trade, investment and economic
modernization in the region. Programs related to
economic development, technological cooperation,
and institutional reform can contribute to building
up administrative capacity as well as improving
economic management in some Arab states. Economic
partnerships could increase the likelihood of specific
governance transformations, such as higher levels of
transparency or regulatory modernization, especially
in the context of international frameworks of economic
cooperation [7].

These economic interactions can have
implications on wider social and political
conditions in Arab societies in an indirect manner.
For example economic development initiatives can
create opportunities for employment, investment,
and institutional modernisation which can affect
public expectations for governance and political
accountability in affected nations. At the same time,
economic relation with external actors may also
produce debates related to economic dependency,
national economic sovereignty and share of
development benefits within the society. On the
whole, the dimensions highlighted in the table have
shown that US Middle East policy is impacting upon
the Arab world in a multiplicity of inter-dependent
ways. Strategic alliances, security cooperation,
military involvement, and economic partnership are
together the environment of operation for political
institutions and changing public perceptions. The
better understanding of these mechanisms is vital
to analyze the interplay of external geopolitical
strategies with domestic political mechanisms to

contribute to the broader area of socio-political
dynamics in the Arab region.

Figure 1 shows the public's perception about the
political situation in selected Arab countries according
to the data gathered from the survey. The results show
considerable variation in the extent to which citizens
in the region assess the political situation in their
respective states. [14] Using categories ranging from
"very good" to "very bad" respondents were asked to
describe the overall political situation in their country.
The figures reveal that countries like Saudi Arabia
and Egypt exhibit comparatively positive degrees of
positive evaluation. In Saudi Arabia, for example,
a majority of respondents (67%) characterize the
political situation as "very good" and a smaller
percentage rate the situation negatively. Egypt also
has a relatively positive perception, with a majority
saying that the political situation is "good." These
responses may be due to relatively strong central
political institutions and state authority in such
countries.

Several countries on the other hand show
significantly more negative public assessments.
Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq, Sudan and Tunisia have high
percentages of respondents describing the political
situation as "bad" or "very bad". In Tunisia, almost
half of respondents view the political situation as "very
bad" which indicates high public dissatisfaction with
political governance and institutional performance.
Similar trends are seen in the cases of Sudan and
Lebanon, where political instability, economic
pressures, and long-term governance problems have
had an impact on the perception of the public.

The aggregated results, shown at the bottom of
the figure, have a more regional viewpoint. Only a
small percentage of the respondents describe political
conditions as "very good," while many more rate
them as "bad" or "very bad." This overall distribution
points to the fact that in many societies the Arab world

60 70 80 90 100
Saudi Arabia ‘ ‘ E : _;,‘ il ‘
Kuwait 35 “
Morocco 30
Mauritania 32
Egypt 28 4|
Palestine | 26 |
Sudan I TR
Iraq 26 439
jordan 1 - 3
Tunisia 1 33
Lebanon | 28 2
Aggregate h 30 I 35

M very good good

bad Mverybad

Dk /declined to answer

Fig. 1. Public Perceptions of Economic and Political Conditions in Selected Arab Countries

Source: [23 pp 2]
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experiences concerns about the political governance
of the country, the effectiveness of institutions and
political stability. [15] These findings are especially
relevant for understanding the overall socio-political
environment in which outside actors such as the United
States are involved with the region. U.S. Middle East
policy often centers around such concerns as political
stability, security cooperation and institutional reform.
Therefore, differences in the public's perception
of political conditions offer important insight to
the domestic political environments that influence
the impact of external policies and international
partnerships in the Arab world.

The data indicated in Table X basically gives
an overview about the main factors contributing to
extremist recruitment in several Arab countries. The
table describes these categories into several large
groups such as domestic structural reasons, personal
motivation, response to external threats, propaganda
factors, religious justifications. Examining these
variables makes it possible to better understand the
conditions in which radicalization and recruitment by
extremist organizations by socio-political conditions
within Arab societies could take place.

One of the most important results in the table
is as regards domestic structural. In the aggregate
results, the domestic reasons make up about 42% of
the explanations of extremist recruitment. Among
these, economic difficulties, including unemployment
and poverty, are cited as the most common cause
and 24% of respondents found economic hardship
among the most important causes. Countries such as
Tunisia (40%) and Jordan (35%) have particularly
high levels of concern when it comes to economic
factors. These figures lead to a conclusion that socio-

economic instability across and lack of employment
opportunities might lead to the vulnerability in getting
attracted to extremist narratives, especially amongst
younger population parts dealing with economic
marginalization.

Political concerns within domestic systems are also
apparent as an important factor. In several countries,
respondents link extremist recruitment to the themes
of discontent with political rule, absence of political
representation, and low institutional accountability.
[11] For example, domestic political concerns are
somewhat acute in Palestine, Lebanon, and Egypt.
Such patterns suggest that poor political institutions
and governance problems could lead to a situation in
which extremist groups seek to capitalize on political
frustration and public discontent.

Another dimension that is pointed out in the table
has to do with social inequality and marginalization.
Although the numbers of respondents pointing to
these factors are lower than those that cite economic
problems, social marginalization is nonetheless
relevant when it comes to understanding the
dynamics of radicalization. Feelings of exclusion,
discrimination or lack of social mobility can lead
to grievances that may be exploited by activists and
organizations for extremism through ideological
narratives and the recruitment process. The table
also mentions personal motivations as an element
which can be considered. Although personal reason
contributes a smaller proportion of the share of
responses compared with structural factors, it is not
insignificant in explaining the individual with choices
to join groups that are extremist. Motivations such as
being influenced by extremist individuals, personal
identity or for adventure are experienced throughout

Table 2
Socio-Political Factors Influencing Extremist Recruitment in Selected Arab Countries
Explanations for SIL recna itment Tunisia Jordan Falestine | Lebanom | Egypt | Morocco | Grag | Sudan | Kuwalk | Mawritania aggregate
EConoemic: umesrmiphay mesnt, 40 15 27 b | 1% 18 I8 18 11 4
powerty
Damestic Dameestic palitical comcerns 2 4 18 15 24 & 1 1.3 14 ] 12
Reasons Sodal reasons: inequality, 3 . 2 T " g 5 4 ™ 2 &
marginalization
Damestic Reasons 3 44 5 52 34 33 33 38 41 27 41
Extremist indrviduals 2 3 2 5 ] 12 & T 10 i L]
Fersonal ; . . -
Reasons Zense of advenrhure I 1 o Li L 2 2 I | | 1
Personal Reasons 3 4 2 - | 8 14 1] - 1 ) 7
To To fight foreign powers 1] 2 4 L] 3 4 5 12 4 5
Combat To fight |ocal sectaran . o 1 1 1 4 4 g 3 | 3
External militia im thiose countries - - - i -
Threats External Threats 2 2 ] a9 4 L 3 1 ] 7
Fropaganda reasons 17 b 1% 15 13 1% 23 14 23 q &
Religious reasons 17 17 18 14 17 13 25 1% 7 IR 1&
Orthers 3 2 ] 1 1 ] 1
Daon't knoewfdeclined 1o arswer 14 3 ' | ] d 11 2 14 2 34 9
Tatal L1 ] (L11H] [LLi] IH} L 1L L 114} '} 150

Source: [23 pp, 33]
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the various countries. While these factors are not
as dominant statistically, they raise the issue of the
importance of psychological and social factors at the
individual level.

A further category includes those motivations
which relate to external threats and regional conflicts.
Some respondents attribute extremist recruitment to
attemptstofightforeign forces orlocal sectarianmilitias
who work in the region. [12] This factor is especially
observable in a conflict affected environment where
the military presence of foreigners or regional proxy
conflicts are perceived as a threat. In such contexts,
extremist groups tend to present their activities as
defensive movements or resistance movements, and
in this way try to legitimize recruitment efforts among
the local population.

Propaganda and ideological messaging is another
aspect that the data indicated. Propaganda In: Mosh,
G. (2016) Propaganda — An Unor Media channels,
ideological messaging and terms recruitment
campaigns enable these organizations to work on
existing grievances and strengthen radical narratives
in vulnerable communities. Closely related to
propaganda is the role of religious justification, that
represents about 16% of the aggregated responses.
While extremist groups often give a religious
framework to their actions, according to the data,
purely religious motives do not appear to be the
dominating factor that leads to recruitment. Instead,
the rhetoric of religious groups often joins the broader
political, economic and social grievances to build
ideological narratives which justify extremist activity.

Overall, the data show that extremist recruitment
in the Arab world is affected by a complex array of
structural, political, social and ideological factors.
[13] Economic hardship, governance issues, conflict
dynamics in the global system and propaganda
mechanisms combined constitute the conditions in
which radicalization may take place. Understanding
these interconnected drivers is especially important in
analyzing the more general socio-political arena of the
Middle East. External policies and regional conflicts,
international security strategies such as those taken by
the United States, interact with these internal factors
and can have an indirect impact on the dynamics of
radicalization and political instability throughout the
region.

Main Part. Strategic Alliances and Political Inf-
luence in the Arab World

Strategic relationships between the United States
and several Arab states form one of the most lasting of
American Middle East policies. These alliances have
been formed over decades of diplomacy and have
evolved into complex systems of political, military
and economic cooperation. From the perspective of
international relations theory, such partnerships could
be seen to form part of larger strategies of balancing
attempts to keep the region stable and to preserve

access to key resources and the geopolitical influence
of great powers within a highly competitive internati-
onal context [1; 18].

Since the mid-twentieth century, the United States
has gradually institutionalized its relations with key
Arab governments through the use of bilateral secu-
rity agreements, defense cooperation programs and
economic partnerships. Countries such as Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt and Jordan have become central players
within this network of strategic relations. These part-
nerships are usually based on a mix of some common
security interests, economic interests, and geopolitical
interests. Energy security, as well as the protection of
coastal trade routes and the containment of regional
conflicts have even been fundamental motivations
behind the formation and maintenance of such alli-
ances.

From the political perspective, strategic alliances
have helped consolidate the institutions of the state
within a number of Arab countries. Military coopera-
tion programs often contain training programs, tech-
nological assistance and institutional modernization
of defence structures. These processes lead to stren-
gthening the administrative and operational capacities
of national security institutions, thus strengthening
the authority of existing political systems. In many
cases, the availability of external security support has
helped governments to increase their internal stabi-
lity and their ability to react to regional threats and
domestic challenges.

At the same time, strategic alliance affects the
internal political power configuration of the allied
states. External partnerships can impact on the sha-
ring of political resources between governing elites,
bureaucratic institutions and security establishments.
Governments with strong relations to the United Sta-
tes often receive international diplomatic support,
economic aid and military technology and all of this
may be used to strengthen their political legitimacy at
the domestic level. This dynamic explains how inter-
national partnerships may have an influence on the
internal balance of power within the political systems
by an indirect effect. However, political consequences
of such alliances go beyond institutional strengthe-
ning only. Cooperation with the major world actors
often sparks complex debates in the domestic political
fields. In a number of Arab societies, strategic alli-
ances with outside powers are subject to competing
political interpretations. Some political elites under-
line pragmatic benefits of international cooperation
pointing at role of alliance in promoting economical
developments, technological modernization and nati-
onal security. Others express concern about the pos-
sibilities that outside influence will have for national
sovereignty and independent policy-making.

These debates become often visible within the
public sphere through media discourse, academic
discussion and political activism. Public perceptions
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of international partnerships are based on historical
experiences, ideological viewpoints and the overall
geopolitical setting of the region. In societies, where
the historical memory involves experiences of colo-
nial influence and or external intervention, foreign
power cooperation might be viewed with more skep-
ticism. Consequently, both the domestic reception of
the use of strategic alliances varies significantly wit-
hin different types of political environments. Another
aspect of strategic partnerships is the impact of these
partnerships on regional diplomatic alignments. Alli-
ances with the United States often influence a foreign
policy orientation of Arab states on a wider scale in
Middle Eastern geopolitics. Governments with close
relationships with Washington often join regional
security initiatives, international coalitions and diplo-
matic frameworks aimed at solving problems such as
terrorism, regional conflicts and nuclear proliferation.
These forms of cooperation play a role in building
larger geopolitical blocs in the region. At the regio-
nal level, strategic alliances are also involved in the
power games between actors in the Middle East. The
presence of external security guarantees and defense
cooperation programs can affect the strategic calcula-
tions of the states of the region. From a geopolitical
point of view, alliances are entities that are not only
used as tools for bilateral cooperation but also mec-
hanisms by which global powers try to stabilize or
manage political dynamics in a region [1; 7].

Furthermore, strategic alliances often are in con-
tact with larger processes of political modernization
and institutional reform. External partnerships some-
times spice up administrative reforms, improvements
in governance practices and the acceptance of interna-
tional standards in economic management and admi-
nistration. In some spheres, international cooperation
has been in favor of activities that seek to strengthen
regulatory regimes, improve economic transparency
and boost institutional effectiveness. Nevertheless,
the results of such processes are very much dependent
on domestic political circumstances. In some political
systems with high levels of centralized authority or
low institutional accountability, external support can
be used to shore up existing political power structu-
res rather than to produce political transformation of
any serious magnitude. In contrast, where institutio-
nal reforms and participation are actively encouraged,
international partnerships may help bring gradual
socio-political change.

In addition, strategic alliances are part of the larger
architecture of regional security cooperation. Through
joint military exercises, intelligence sharing and coor-
dinated Counter Terrorism efforts, the United States
with its regional partners attempt to solve common
security problems. These cooperative mechanisms
provide channels of information exchange, as well
as operational coordination and collective strategic
planning. Such frameworks are especially important

in an area where threats such as terrorism and organi-
zed violence have to be addressed on a transnational
basis [2; 15].

Security Cooperation and Military Involve-
ment as Drivers of Political Transformation

Security cooperation is now one of the most visible
magnitudes of US engagement in the Middle East and
has a crucial role in the socio-political dynamics in
the Arab world. Since the end of the twentieth century,
American policy toward the region has focused incre-
asingly on cooperation in counterterrorism, military
assistance programs, and institutional development of
national security sectors. These initiatives developed
especially in response to the rising concerns about
terrorism transnational links, regional conflicts and
the spread of non-state armed actors. From a strategic
standpoint, security cooperation between the United
States and Arab governments has multiple and inter-
related goals. For Washington there is a benefit in
bolstering the defense capabilities of regional partners
in the maintenance of stability in a geopolitically sen-
sitive region with critical energy resources and impor-
tant maritime routes. For the Arab governments, the
cooperation with the United States serves as an access
to advanced military technology, intelligence sharing
and training programs that strengthen their ability to
respond to their security challenges both internal and
external [11; 19].

One of the most obvious expressions of this coo-
peration is the creation of military assistance prog-
rammes. Through programs such as arms transfers,
defense modernization projects, and joint military
exercises, among other activities, the United States
has helped to bolster national defense infrastructures
of several Arab countries. Military aid programs are
often used to provide training to officers and to moder-
nize defense equipment and the development of pro-
fessional military institutions. These initiatives can
make a huge difference to the operational capabilities
of national armed forces and security agencies. The
strengthening of security institutions, however, has
important implications for domestic political structu-
res as well. In many states of the Arab world, security
establishments are a central part of political systems
work. Ministries of defence, intelligence and internal
security services have often a great influence in the
overall framework of governance. External security
cooperation can thus help strengthen the institutional
weight of these organizations in the state apparatus.
This process is sometimes a factor in the consolidation
of state authority, especially in a region with internal
instability or external threats that governments may
face. Enhanced security capabilities may allow gover-
nments to preserve control of their territories, fight
internal conflicts and improve government administ-
ration. In this context, security cooperation may have
the indirect benefit of supporting political stability and
continuity of the governing institutions [8].
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At the same time, the growth of security institu-
tions can have complex socio-political consequences
as well. In political systems with limited oversight
mechanisms to control the role of security sectors,
the strengthening of security sectors could lead to the
expansion of power to military or intelligence institu-
tions. This dynamic can affect the dynamic between
civilian structures of governance and security estab-
lishments. As a result, debates on the role of security
institutions in political life often arise in both acade-
mic and political debates in the region.

Another important part of US involvement in the
region has been its direct or indirect involvement in
regional conflicts. Military operations in countries
like Iraq and participation in foreign coalitions of
forces in fighting conflicts in Syria and other regions
have had a large impact on the geopolitical situation
in the Middle East. These interventions have had
much wider ramifications in terms of not just regional
arrangements for security, but in terms of the shaping
trajectories of internal politics, in the states concerned
[9; 20].

Military interventions often change domestic poli-
tical lives, by changing the structure of power, by
weakening or destroying existing political instituti-
ons, or by creating new political actors. In some cases
interventions have played a part in bringing about
political transitions; in other cases they have been a
contributing factor to internal conflicts and internal
fragmentation. Due to the resulting political environ-
ments often there isently followed and a large process
of the state reconstruction, institutional reform respe-
ctively political negotiating to be expectation.

The presence of also the foreign military forces
in this region affects the perceptions of the people
and political discourse in the Arab societies. Deba-
tes about sovereignty, foreign influence and natio-
nal independence often occur when foreign military
involvement occurs. The political elites, opposition
groups and civil society organizations commonly tend
to interpret these developments from varied ideologi-
cal perspectives and political interests.

Public opinion plays a significant role in deter-
mining the manner in which these developments are
perceived at home. In some circumstances, the coo-
peration of external powers in meeting security thre-
ats might be considered a practical necessity. In other
cases, the presence of foreign military could be seen
as meddling in national political affairs. These per-
ceptions may affect the legitimacy of governments at
home as well as more general attitudes toward inter-
national partnerships.

In addition to direct military cooperation, secu-
rity relationship also includes intelligence sharing
and counterterrorism cooperation. The expansion of
extremist organizations in some parts of the Middle
East has led to the creation of vast webs of intelli-
gence and cooperative security. Through information

exchange and joint operations, as well as coordination
and stimulus for surveillance activities on the part of
the United States and its regional partners, the obje-
ctive is to reduce the operation capabilities of extre-
mist groups. These efforts go to the development of
sophisticated security infrastructures integrating tech-
nological capabilities, data analysis systems and spe-
cialized counter terrorism units. While such initiatives
improve the capacity of governments to respond to
security threats, they also raise important questions
around the civil liberties, political accountability and
role of security agencies in society.

Another dimension of security cooperation is insti-
tutional reform in defence sectors. Training programs
and professional development programs sponsored
by international partners frequently have objectives to
modernize military structures, enhance strategic plan-
ning, and introduce professional standards of defense
management. In a few cases, these reforms have made
contributions to the professionalization of military
forces and to the better functioning of the administ-
rative system of the defense institutions. However,
the long-term effect of such reforms has a domestic
political context by which it depends. Institutional
modernization is important and that not only requires
technical training, but political commitment to trans-
parent government and effective civilian oversight.
Where such conditions exist, security sector reform
may help build institutional stability and foster more
accountable institutional structures of governance.
Where they are not present, reform may drive a more
limited institutional change. The interaction between
security cooperation and socio-political processes is
therefore one of complexities surrounding the inte-
raction between external strategic initiatives and a
domestic political reality. Security partnerships can
help to build state capacity and contribute to regional
stability but they can also shift the internal political
relations in ways that are not always predictable.

Economic Engagement and Institutional
Change in the Arab World

Economic engagement is the other dimension of
U.S. policy in the Middle East that is very impor-
tant and plays a significant role in the socio-political
processes of the Arab world. Alongside diplomatic
and security cooperation, economic initiatives have
been used as as instruments to encourage institution
modernization, promote economic development and
strengthen long-term partnerships between United
States and Arab states. These initiatives often include
development assistance programs, trade agreements
and investment projects and institutional reform sup-
port exercised through bilateral and multilateral fra-
meworks [19].

From the standpoint of international political
economy, the idea of economic cooperation between
the United States and Arab countries is a reflection
of the wider interdependence between the economic

139



Ne 46

ISSN 2663-6107 (print), ISSN 2663-6115 (online)

structure of the world and domestic political structures.
Economic engagement opens channels between the
practices, regulatory frameworks and development
strategies in international economic interactions and
the governance systems of individual countries. As a
result, economic relations tend to have an impact on
not only the market performance but also institutional
transformation and policy orientation among the states
involved. One of the core elements of U.S. economic
engagement in the region has been economic reform
development assistance programs. Various initiatives
supported by international financial institutions and
bilateral cooperation agreements are in place with the
aim of improving administrative capacity, improving
the transparency of the regulations and promoting
economic diversification. In several Arab countries,
projects on economic cooperation have dealt with
the modernization of the financial institutions, the
strengthening of public administration and the
enhancement of economic governance [17]..

Such programs often promote reforms aimed
at making public institutions more efficient and at
improving fiscal management and the integration of
national economies into the world economy. In this
respect economic cooperation can play its part in the
gradual evolution of the system of governance through
the introduction of new administrative practices and
policy framework. Institutional reforms associated
with economic programs may impact on such areas
as public finance management, regulatory oversight
and economic planning. Economic partnerships also
fulfill the functions of technological exchange and
human capital development. Educational cooperation
programs, research cooperation and training programs
facilitated by international cooperation frameworks
offer possibilities for knowledge transfer and capacity
building. Through academic exchanges, professional
training programs and technical cooperation projects,
the local institutions may be able to access new
technologies and new administrative practices to
support modernization processes.

These forms of cooperation can have important
long term socio-political implications. Economic
modernization and institutional reform can regularly
affect public aspirations for governance, transparency
and political accountability. As economic development
advances, the citizens may place ever greater demands
on administrative efficiency, public service delivery
and political participation. In this sense, economic
engagement may be contributing to the evolution
of political institutions and the public discourse of
political discourse indirectly in the Arab societies.
However, there is nothing uniform or automatic
about the relation between economic cooperation
and political transformation. The effectiveness of
the economic initiatives depend in many ways on
the domestic political conditions and institutional
capacity. In those states where governance structures

are not too weak and where administrative institutions
are functioning, economic cooperation programs
could be supportive of sustainable development and
institutional strengthening. In contrast, in places
with a history of political instability and/or weak
institutional frameworks, economic initiatives might
have less promising results. Another significant issue
of economic involvement involves international
investment and trade relations. The United States has
maintained important economic relationships with a
number of Arab nations through trade agreements,
cooperation on investment and in the energy sector.
Foreign direct investment and economic partnerships
often contribute to the development of infrastructures,
the modernisation of industrial production and the
expansion of economic sectors such as technology,
energy and finance.

These economic interactions may produce
wider socio-economic impacts, through creating
job opportunities, entreprencurial opportunities
and economic diversification. In countries that
are looking to alleviate the reliance on traditional
resource sectors, international investment can help
to promote the growth of new industries and build
economic resilience for the long term. Such change
transformations may have gradual effects on social
structures and labor markets, and contribute to broader
socio-economic change.

Nevertheless ~ economic  engagement  may
also create debates in domestic political arenas.
Discussions about economic dependency/national
sovereignty and the apportionment of economic
benefit typically comes into play in the context of
international economic partnerships. In some cases,
critics say that outside economic influence can cause
domestic economic priorities to be affected or create
imbalances in national development strategies. These
debates point at the intricate interplay between
the workings of the process of globalization and
domestic political considerations. Public attitudes
toward international economic cooperation depend
a great deal upon the society and politics. In certain
countries the economic partnerships with world actors
are considered as opportunities for modernization,
investment and technological advancement. In others,
skepticism may arise over the social consequences
of globalization or over the extent of control of the
policy decisions of external economic actors [23].

In addition to economic reforms, cooperation
programs often put emphasis on institutional capacity
building in areas that are associated with governance
and public administration. Initiatives aimed at for
instance improving legal frameworks, strengthening
regulatory institutions and enhancing administrative
transparency may contribute to broader processes
of institutional development. Such reforms can be
the backbone for more effective implementation
of policies and better coordination between the
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government institutions. At the regional level,
economic engagement is also behind the integration
of Arab economies into the global economic system.
Participation in international trade networks, financial
markets and development programs facilitates
economic interaction between regional economies
and global economic structures. This integration has
effects on economic policy-making and encourages
governments to adopt internationally recognized
economic standards and practices concerning
regulation.

The socio-political effects of economic engagement
on a long-term basis are thus closely interrelated
with the wider processes of economic change and
institutional reform taking place in the Arab world.
Economic cooperation initiatives may have a bearing
on governance structures, administrative capacity and
socio-economic conditions which in turn shape the
allocation of the larger environment in which political
processes are taking place.

Conclusion. The analysis of the U.S. Middle East
policy shows that the United States has continued
to be one of the most significant foreign actors
influencing the political and social developments in
the Arab world. Through a combination of diplomatic
engagement, security  cooperation, economic
partnership, and involvement in regional political
initiatives, U.S. policy has impacted on different
measures of governance and political interaction in
many Arab states. Such forms of engagement go to
show that international actors can influence not only
the institutional framework of states, but the socio-
political environment in which political processes
occur.

Strategic  alliances and long-term security
partnerships have been pivotal to strengthen political
relations between the United States of America and
a series of Arab governments. These relationships
have on many occasions been responsible for the
consolidation of state institutions, as well as for
political stability in countries that maintain close
cooperation with the United States. At the same
time, these alliances have shaped domestic policy
priorities, especially those related to national security,
regional cooperation and counterterrorism strategies.
As a result, many of the Arab governments have
made security-oriented policies a part of the broader
framework of governance through both internal
challenges and external strategic partnerships.

Military involvement and regional security
initiatives also have had a great impact on the political
scenario of the Arab world. U.S. involvement in
regional conflicts, security coalitions, and defense
cooperation programs, participated in; enhanced
security of nations thereby transforming the regional
power dynamics and security arrangement These
developments have often sparked political debates
in Arab societies about topics such as sovereignty,

outside influence and the role of international players
in regional affairs. Consequently, political elites,
civil society groups, as well as the general public
tend to interpret these developments in the context
of international relations as well as national strategic
interests [9, p. 90-118].

Another important dimension of the U.S.
engagement in the region is economical cooperation
and development assistance. Economic initiatives and
investment programs and institutional reform projects
have helped to support economic modernization
and administrative capacity building in a number
of Arab states. Programs related to education
and technological development and reform of
governance have also helped to improve institutional
effectiveness and economic management in some
countries. These initiatives showcase that economic
relations between states may have wider political
implications, not only in the structure of governance
but also in socio-economic condition that affects
the political stability. Public opinion and political
discourse within the Arab societies provides another
example of how international involvement in regional
affairs affects the societies. Perceptions of U.S. policy
differ greatly across different societies and political
groups, based on their experiences and policies
(both historically and politically) and the different
ideologies embraced. While some sections of society
see cooperation with the United States as conducive
to economic development and security in the region,
others and politics student them as a threat to national
sovereignty or as an influence to domestic political
decision-making. These different perceptions inform
the political debates that affect their ideological
conversations, and the attitudes towards international
partnerships and foreign policy orientation.

At the same time, the variation in political
systems and socio-economic conditions across the
Arab world means that the impact of the US policy
is not uniform across the region. In some countries,
cooperation with external actors is part of the solution
to enhancing institutions and economic reform, while
in other countries, cooperation generates political
tensions and/or public debates related to governance
and national independence. These different variations
are important in emphasizing the need to look at the
local political contexts when gauging the impact of
international policy strategies.

Overall, the interaction between U.S. Middle East
policy and socio-political processes in the Arab world
is the flavor of the complex interaction between the
global geopolitical strategies and the domestic political
development. External engagement in the form of
diplomacy, security and economic partnerships impact
on the institutional frameworks, political priorities and
public perceptions in the Arab societies. Understanding
these interactions is key to understanding how
international policiesinfluence thepolitical environments
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in various regions and how domestic political systems partnerships in an increasingly interconnected global
react to outside pressures, opportunities and strategic political system [10].
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